
 

 

COMMISSION MINUTES 

August 10, 2020 

 

Minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Sevier County Commissioners held this tenth day of 

August, 2020.  Meeting commenced at 1:30 p.m. with Commissioners Scott Johnson, Garth ‘Tooter’ 

Ogden, and Ralph Brown in the Commission Chambers of the Sevier County Administration Building, 

250 North Main, Richfield, Utah.  Clerk/Auditor Steven C. Wall, County Attorney Casey Jewkes, and 

Executive Director Malcolm Nash were also present. 

 

Minutes of July 27th Commission meeting approved: 

Minutes of the July 27th Commission Meeting were reviewed and approved on a motion by Commissioner 

Brown, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Commission Business: 

Commissioner Brown said he felt the County Fair went well.  He offered kudos to Events Director Chad 

McWilliams and all those who helped with the Fair and Livestock Show.  He said they are looking at a 

way to expand the Fair next year. 

 

Commissioner Johnson said he also thought the Fair went well and expressed thanks to all those involved. 

 

Commissioner Ogden reported that several of the people he had talked to were glad there was a Fair and 

said thanks to Mr. McWilliams and Commissioner Brown. 

 

Payment Approval Report for July approved: 

After review, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the Payment Approval Report for the month of 

July, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Partial parcel and other items declared surplus: 

The Commission then reviewed the surplus list that they had, as well as a request to surplus a portion of 

tax parcel 4-126-15.  The portion is near the Sigurd Substation near the County gravel pits, and that the 

portion could be surplused.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to declare the items on the list 

as well as the portion of tax parcel 4-126-15 as surplus properties and authorized they be disposed of and 

advertised for sale, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Memorandum of Agreement for Services approved: 

The Commission then reviewed a Memorandum of Agreement for Services with the Utah Department of 

Technology for installation of an Albert Sensor to provide increased Internet Security for the County, 

noting that the cost would be covered by the State.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to 

approve the Memorandum of Agreement between the State of Utah Department of Technology Services 

and Sevier County as recommended, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Irrigation Agreement and Permit to Enter and Construct approved: 

The Commission then reviewed an Irrigation Agreement and Permit to Enter and Construct between Paul 

K. Paxton and Sevier County, noting that the Special Service District is upgrading the Austin Drive Road 

and Right of Way, noting there is an irrigation ditch along that road that Mr. Paxton has agreed to move 

the ditch and relocate irrigation lines along the south side of the property line if anytime in the future any 

of the shareholders determine they need to use it to access their water.  It was also noted that Sevier 

County is relieved of any further liability or maintenance of the new water lines and ditches after 

construction.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the agreement, second 

Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 
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Cory Condie named new Landfill Supervisor: 

Human Resources Leighann Brown then introduced Cory Condie as the new Landfill Supervisor.  She 

said she went through the hiring process, and recommended hiring Mr. Condie with a start date of August 

3, 2020, Grade 23, and a salary of $53,603.  The Commission welcomed Mr. Condie to the County as an 

employee and Supervisor at the Landfill.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the 

hire of Mr. Condie as recommended, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, meeting adjourned at 1:48 p.m. 

 

Public Hearing to consider updating Subdivision, Zoning and Sign ordinances: 

Commissioner Ogden then opened a public hearing as advertised at 1:49 p.m. to consider adopting a 

revision of the Sevier County Ordinances including Section 13 Subdivisions, Section 14 Zoning, as well 

as parts of Section 12 referring to signs.    

 

Zoning Administrator Jason Mackelprang then reviewed the process they had gone through in updating 

the ordinances, noting the ordinances had been last updated in 1999.  He reported that they have been 

working on reviewing and updating the ordinances over the last several months with the help of the Rural 

Community Consultants to bring things in line with the Code, as well as clarifying and streamlining the 

subdivision and conditional use permit processes.  He said that currently the County has several zones, 

and the new ordinance would condense the zones and try to push the new developments towards the 

cities.  He said that part of the zoning change was to try to maintain the agricultural nature of the County.  

He noted that commercial and industrial zones had been added, and that the size of the lots throughout the 

County would be determined by the well-protection area and septic system needs for the proposed home 

or development which would make things easier for the public to understand, as well as the staff.   

 

Commissioner Ogden then said he felt the new zoning as presented would be more clear to the public and 

easier for them to understand and follow. 

 

John Evans asked more about the lot size and how that would be determined.  He was concerned about 

the smaller lot sizes and groundwater.  If there were smaller lots, there would be more wells drilled in a 

smaller area that could lower the aquifer, and what would happen if the well goes dry.  Who controls that. 

 

Zoning Administrator Jason Mackelprang said that the aquifer and the water rights are handled by the 

Division of Water Rights and the County does not have any control over the water. 

 

Commissioner Ogden then stated that well rights and water are not county issues, but would be 

determined by the State.  He said that building permits would not be issued until there were PERC tests 

done, which would dictate the size of the lots in different areas, and that it would be difficult for 

individuals to find the water rights to drill the wells.  He also noted that the aquifer is not being 

replenished as it has been in the past because farmers are not using flood irrigation as has been used in the 

past.   

 

Commissioner Brown said that the new ordinance is trying to push the new growth into the towns or in 

the buffer zones so that they can be hooked up to the water systems of the towns and not affect the 

aquifer.  He also expressed his thoughts that the smaller lot sizes would help keep the land in agricultural 

use, and not into building lots.   

 

Blaine Breinholt, who does PERC tests for the Public Health Department, said he too is concerned about 

the ground water.  Not only about the aquifer being lowered, but also about the septic systems.  He said 
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that Monroe City is one of the highest concentrated areas in the state with septic systems, and currently 

there is fecal matter in the groundwater in some areas near Monroe.  He said he is concerned about those 

types of problems with the smaller lots, and people keeping those types of problems on their own 

property and not affecting their neighbors. 

 

John Evans then asked again what he would do if he loses his well if the aquifer lowers.  Commissioner 

Ogden said that he would have to drill deeper.  Mr. Evans said he has lived in his home for 40 years, and 

he is seeing those in his area getting bad water, or not finding water when they drill wells. 

 

Commissioner Brown said that that is why they have the buffer zone around the cities and are trying to 

push the growth to the cities and their water systems. 

 

Desra Evans then responded that it sounds like the County is encouraging people to go to the buffer zone, 

but there are no teeth in the ordinance and the County is only concerned about the property being used 

and the water, etc. is the State’s problem. 

 

Commissioner Brown responded that they do care about the water and the aquifer, which is why there is a 

buffer zone, but they cannot mandate that people build in that zone.  He said if someone meets the 

requirements of the zoning ordinance, then they will be allowed to build in the County. 

 

John Evans then said that the developers will not look at pushing towards the cities, they are not 

concerned about the groundwater.  They will develop and let someone else worry about that. 

 

Jerry Masterson said that he has 5 neighbors where he lives out in the County, and their lots vary between 

3 acres up to 6 acres.  He said that you can’t farm the smaller acreages and they end up as weed patches.  

He said that when people move here, they will need water whether they are in the cities or out in the 

County, so it does affect the aquifer.  He said he didn’t feel that ½ acre lots are not big enough, and that 

the 5 acre lots will turn into weed patches.  He said that 2 acre lots would be needed if you had a well and 

a septic tank. 

 

Blaine Breinholt then said that there is a 100 foot buffer zone for a well, so it would take almost an entire 

acre for the well buffer zone.  He felt that there should be a minimum of 3 acres for a home.  He said that 

½ acre lots are not big enough and would create problems down the road.  He said it also depends on the 

size of the home and the type of the soil to determine the size and type of septic system they would need. 

 

Zoning Administrator Jason Mackelprang said that if the applicants get approval for a well permit from 

the Division of Water Rights and meet the other qualifications, then they will be able to get a building 

permit.  He said his office does encourage them to drill the well before they start their building to ensure 

they have water, and not to wait until after the building is done to try drill the well and try to find the 

water so they don’t have the problem of trying to find water after the home is already built.   

 

Blaine Breinholt then asked about subdivisions, and how to determine the size of lots that would be 

needed in the subdivision without doing PERC tests, etc. prior to approval of the subdivision.   

 

Zoning Administrator Jason Mackelprang then responded that under the current ordinance, they would 

have larger lots, but as they did their development and determined from the PERC tests that they could go 

to smaller lots, that they would be able to make those adjustments to smaller lots.   
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Eric Carson said that to summarize the ordinance that if it will fit, we don’t care what size the lot is as 

long as the requirements of the water system and septic system are met. 

 

Commissioner Brown then said that is the beauty of this proposal and reiterated that we are trying to push 

the growth toward the cities.  

 

Zoning Administrator Jason Mackelprang said that this is a living ordinance, and changes will be made 

more often as needed.  He said that it has been recommended by the Planning Commission for approval 

by the County Commission.   

 

Commissioner Brown said he had received a letter from Chad and Jane Outzen who were unable to 

attend, and he read their letter that they are in favor of reducing the size of the lots as people are unable to 

care for the larger lots.   

 

Commissioner Ogden then asked if there were any other comments, or comments on Section 12 on the 

signage.  There were no additional comments. 

 

The public hearing was closed at 2:25 p.m. 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


